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Coastal Legislation

H.R. 2354: FY12 Energy &
Water Appropriations Bill
Sponsor: Rep. Rodney
Frelinghuysen (R-NJ11)
Last Major Action: June 24,
2011

Making appropriations for
energy and water
development and related
agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012,
and for other purposes.
Summary & Status

H.R. 2018: Clean Water
Cooperative Federalism Act
of 2011
Sponsor: Rep. John Mica (R-
FL7)
Last Major Action: June 22,
2011

To amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to
preserve the authority of each
State to make determinations
relating to the State's water
quality standards, and for
other purposes.
Summary & Status

H.R. 2258: National
Hurricane Research
Initiative Act of 2011
Sponsor: Rep. Alcee Hastings
(D-FL23)
Last Major Action: June 21,
2011

To establish the National
Hurricane Research Initiative
to improve hurricane
preparedness, and for other
purposes.
Summary & Status

H.R. 295: Amendment to
the Hydrographic
Improvement Act of 1998
Sponsor: Rep. Donald Young
(R-AK)
Last Major Action: June 15,
2011

To amend the Hydrographic
Services Improvement Act of
1998 to authorize funds to
acquire hydrographic data and

through the federal rule-making process, which will allow
input from the public and stakeholders. 

With the new risk profile of offshore drilling, banks are
continuing to lend money for energy exploration in the
Gulf, however with much more selectivity. Small energy
companies are being forced out of the energy industry as
insurance prices rise. The American public has remained
consistent in its support of offshore drilling. Their support
can also be seen in their return to the Gulf's beaches.

Due to public pressure, the Obama administration moved
from a deepwater drilling moratorium to a permit
accelerated development. This change in stance on offshore
drilling stems from worries about both the economy and
the environment. Drilling permits are being issued even
though reimbursement and restoration have not been
completed. Florida economists are just beginning meetings
to assess reimbursement from BP.

For more about this issue, check out some of its news
coverage here:
Stronger Offshore Safety Rules are Looming
Banks are Lending Money to Energy Exploration
Projects Again Despite Last Year's Oil Spill
Fla. Economists Look at Oil Spill Revenue Losses
Americans Support Offshore Drilling, but Washington
Wavers
Florida Beach Towns Doing Better, See Strong
Summer
Transocean Blames BP for 2010 Gulf Oil Spill

Revamping the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund in
the 112th Congress

Since 1986, a 0.125%
tax on the value of
cargo received at
America's ports has been
collected and deposited
into the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund
(HMTF) to pay for
maintenance of our
nation's ports and
waterways.  The

overwhelming majority of this revenue has sat idle in the
HMTF, used to offset the national deficit or pay for
unrelated spending measures, while America's ports and
waterways collect sediment.  The Army Corps of Engineers
estimates that the nation's busiest 59 ports are at their
authorized depths less than 35% of the time.  Meanwhile,
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