




















2.) Slocum Road/Highway 70 Traffic Improvements

The intersection of Slocum Road and US Highway 70 has serious safety and traffic congestion
problems that need immediate mitigation. The intersection has a single relatively short left tumn lane
from eastbound Hwy 70 onto Slocum Road. That turn currently has very heavy traffic flow entering
and exiting the back gate of Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Cherry Point. This traffic flow
which was 24,000+ in 2005 is escalating as personnel and commercial vehicles increase at the Air
Station resulting from this area’s military growth from BRAC and other defense related projects. US
Hwy 70 westbound is the only major road from the popular beach area of the Crystal Coast and is
designated a hurricane evacuation route. Eastbound Hwy 70 is the only major road fo the beach for
tourist season, effectively tripling the traffic on that particular intersection five months ofthe year.

Prevention of accidents and traffic flow at peak travel times is often unmanageable. Accidents at the
intersection completely block traffic in at lcast one direction, and the number of accidents is rising
steadily. Havelock rates the intersection as the 5" busiest within the city limits, second only to other
entrances and exits to and from the base. Havelock Police Department has processed eighteen (18)
accidents with injury at or near that intersection between January 1, 2008 and December 31, 2008.
Just prior to 2008, there was one fatality. Since January 1, 2009 to March 9, 2009, there has been one
(1) accident with vehicle damage and two (2) accidents with injury. The regional office of NC
Department of Transportation considers resolving the problems at this intersection one of their top
traftic flow and safety issues, but funding by the city and to the regional office has prevented further
action until recently.

The city, with endorserment from the NCDOT Division 2 Regional office and MCAS Cherry Point,
were last year successful in securing $339,818 of federal funding for the base to undertake a design
study alternatives to address this problem. The $339,818 funded study and recommendation,
including preliminary design engineering documents is scheduled to be complete July 2009. Being
requested is federal funding assistance to pursue implementation of the recommended design.
Presently, the general opinion between city engineers, state transportation engineers, and private
consultants is that there are several design possibilities to mitigate the problem. However, it is
appearing that the most preferable design calls for a flyover for eastbound traffic off of Hwy 70 onto
Slocum Road, which would cost an estimated $20 million. The requested funding would also go
towards the initial construction of this project.

In light of these safety concerns, we respectfully request $5,000,000 from the FY 2010
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill for the
City’s Slocum Road/Highway 70 Traffic Improvements.

3.) Slocum Creek Bridge Replacement

The City of Havelock is seeking a federal appropriation to replace the federal bridge at Slocum
Creek. The bridge, constructed in 1925, is well beyond its service life and is rated as Structurally
Deficient by the North Carolina Department of Transportation. Included in the North Carolina
Transportation Improvement Plan, the bridge replacement will cost $2.3 million. That amount does
not include funds the City will have to commit to acquire 60 feet of right-of-way to connect Church



Street which crosses the bridge to an existing service road. Also, approximately 1/2 mile away along
this same service road is much commercial development that would have bridge access.

Preliminary scoping for this project by the North Carolina Department of Transportation has
begun. Given that this is a federal bridge, the City is seeking $2.3 million for this project through
the Transportation and Community and System Preservation program. The bridge replacement will
enhance public safety and improve the flow of people and commerce.

Given that this is a federal bridge, the City is seeking $2.3 million for this project through the
Transportation and Community and System Preservation program.

Thank you for your consideration and continued support of the City of Havelock.

Sincerely,







